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Any Fiscal Notes received from state agencies and political subdivisions are attached following the Legislative Fiscal Analyst Estimate.

LB 246 provides authority for a school district to exceed its budget limitation for expanded learning opportunity programs. These
programs are a school-community partnership providing school-age students and their families with programming, support, activities
and services after school, on weekends and when school is not in session. The bill allows districts with more than 1,000 students to
exceed the budget limit by up to $100,000 and schools with 1,000 or fewer students to exceed the limit by up to $50,000. It is assumed
the bill does not just apply to high need schools.

The fiscal impact of the bill is unknown. The fiscal impact in terms of increased spending for school districts to provide expanded
learning opportunities depends upon the number of schools opting to increase spending as allowed by the bill. The increase in
spending may be accomplished through the use of budgeted reserves or increased property tax collections, if a district is not at the levy
limit.

The amount of aid allocated per the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act (TEEOSA) may increase in the future, two
years after the increased spending for these programs occurs, when the expenditures are included in the needs calculation for districts
which exceed the budget limitation.
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COMMENTS: The Expanded Learning Opportunity Grant Program receives lottery funds. The bill would allow certain school
districts the ability to exceed their general fund budget authority for Expanded Learning Opportunity Grant Programs.
Property taxes for school districts that choose to exceed their general fund budget authority would increase.
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Explanation of Estimate:

Schools: Little funding is available for the Expanded Learning Opportunity Grant Program. Districts may need
to use local funds to provide these programs. Since this bill provides additional budget authority for high need
districts, those districts may need to increase their property tax request to provide these programs. The amount
of property tax increase cannot be determined but districts with more than 1,000 students are eligible for
$100,000 of additional budget authority and districts with less than 1,000 students are eligible for $50,000 of
additional budget authority.

State: Based on 2015/16 student count and free/reduced lunch information, there were 121 districts that had at
least a 40% free lunch/reduced population — 101 districts with less than 1000 students and 20 districts that have
1000 or more students. The current expanded learning opportunity grant amount is $159,000. There are no
other fiscal impacts on the State.
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