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LEGISLATIVE BILL 561

Approved by the covernor Nlay 29, l9g7
Introduced by R. Johnson, 34; Moore, 24; Morehead, 30;Coordsen, 32; WeseIy, 26

AN ACT relating to agrlculture; to amend sectj.ons 2-3gO1and 2-3AO4, Reissue Revised Statutes ofNebraska, 1943; to provide for theestabl-ishment of an agriculture promotion anddevelopment programi to provide powers andduties for the Department of Agriculture andthe University of Nebraska; to define andredefine terms; to harmonize provisions; andto repeal- the original sections.Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
Section 1 - The Department of AqricultureshalI establish an aori-culture promotion and developmJntprqoram. The department shall empl-oy a proqram directorand one specj.ali.st in research tectrnioues and marketdevelopment, Both individuals shalI report directltl.othe Director of Aqriculture.
The University of Nebraska Institute ofAqriculture and Natural Resources shall employ a noultrvpatholoqi st .

. The proqram shall concentrate on theidentification and development of opportuniti.es toenhance profitability in aqriculture and to stimulateaqrj.culture-related economic development. proqram
activities mav include- but not be Iimited to. (].}promotion and market develooment. (2 ) value-added

alfarnrfirra .^hm^di ti ac

cooperatives_ and (5) alternative crops.
In order to carrv out the purposes of thj.ssecti-on. the proqram director mav_ if he or she deemsnecessary- convene an advisorv committee to assist theproqram di.rector in developj"nq and implementinq proqram

activiti-es. Representatives from the Nebraska EoodProcessinq Center. the Cooperative Extension Service ofthe University of Nebraska_ the commoditv boards. theDepartment of Economic Development_ the United StatesDepartment of Aoriculture qrant proqrams_ and theprivate sector mav serve on such committee at th;request of the proqram director- If an advisory
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committee is convened. committee members shall- not
receive any rej.mbursement for exDenses.

The Department of AqricuLture shall serve as
the facilitator. coordinator. and catalvst for
developments throuah and with the Nebraska Eood
Processinq Center- the CooDerative Extensi'on Service of
the Universitv of Nebraska. the commoditv boards. the
Department of Economic DeveloDment - other state
aqLncies- the United States Department of Aqriculture
qrant proqrams. and the Drj'vate sector. It is ttre
intent of the Leqislature that the deDartment foster
cLose workinq relationships between Droduction
aqriculture and existinq proorams for the purDoses of
aqricultural development and Dromotion. The deDartment
may enter into such contracts as mav be necessary to
carrv out the purposes of thj.s section'

For purposes of this section- unless the
context. otherr.rise requires - Drivate sector shall
include. but not be limited to- representatives of food
industrv associations. Ienders ' or venture capital
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qrouDS.
Sec. 2. That section 2-3801, Reissue Revised
of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read asStatutes

follows:
2-3AOf. Secti.ons 2-3AOL to 2-38*l 2-3812 and

section 4 of this act shall be known and may be cited as
the Nebraska Agrj.cultural Products Marketing Act.

Sec. 3. That section 2-3AO4, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943. be amended to read as
fo I Iows :

2-3AO4. Agricultural product or commodity
shall inctude all products resulting from the conduct of
farming or ranching activities, dairying, beekeeping,
aquaculture. poultry or egg production, or comparable
aCtivities, and any byproducts resulting from such
activities.

Sec. 4. Aouaculture shall mean the
aqricultural practice of controlled Dropaqation and
cultivati.on of aouatic plants or animals for commercial
purposes. Unless the context otherwise requires- the
term aqri.culture shall be construed to include
aquaculture.

Sec- 5. The cooDerative Extensi.on Service of
the University of Nebraska shall emPIov one person who
has experience and knovrledqe in the area of aouaculture
as defined in section 4 of this act.

Sec. 6. That original sections 2-3801 and
2-3804, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are
repealed.
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