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LEGISLATIYE BILL 249
Approved by th2 Governor May 23, 1375
Introducei by Burbach, 19

AN ACT to amend sections 39-6,194 and 39-6,195, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nehraska, 1943, relating
to the Grade Crossing Protection Fund; to
restate and 2nlarge th= purpnse of the Grade
Crassing Protection Fund; to provide for and
clarify responsibility for maintenance of all
automatic railroad crossing protection in this
stato; to provide for a division of costs of
maintenance of some auntomatic railroad
crossing protection in this state; and to
repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the peosple of th2 State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 39-6,194, Reissue
Ravised Statutes of Yebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
frllows:

39-6,194. Tn order to promote public safety at
the intersection of railroad lines and all classes of
highways, exeepting-those-highways-for-which-federai--atd
is-avatiabie; there is hereby created a special fund
known as tha Grade Crossing Protection Fund which shall
be established in the state tr=2asury to be used in
furnishing financial assistance in the improvement of the
safety of railroad Jrade crossings in this state
including bath the elimination of such crossings and the
construction,_substantial _modification _or_ _improvement,
and_the_maintenance of automatic crossing protection at
such_grads_crossings. Any money in the Grade Crossing
Protection Fund available for investment shall be
invested by the state investment officer pursuant to the
provisions »f sections 72-1237 to 72-1259.

Sec, 2. That section 39-6,195, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follows:

39-6,195. The Departm=2nt of Roads 1is hereby
enpowered to administer the funds deposited in the Grade
Crossing Protection Fund as follows:

(1) When any pnlitical subdivision of this state
determines that public safety will ke improved by
elimirating a crr>ssinyg or by the installation,
substantial modification, _or__improvement of automatic

railroad yrade crossinyg protection where a street, road,
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or highway intersects with the a2 line of the railroad
company within its jurisdiction, and demand is made wupon
the railroad company concern=2d, either the vrailroad
company or the political svbhdivision shall inform the
Dapartment of Roads of such fact;

(2) Upon receiving such notice, or upon its own
determination, the Department of Roads shall forthwith
examine the crossinjy concerned, in conjunction with
representatives of tha political subdivision and the
particular railroad company involved, to arrive at an
estimate of the cost and the type of automatic railroad
grade crossing protection that should be reguired, and
the justification of the expenditure for such protection;
and, if it is ajreedi by the Dspartment of Roads, the
railroad, and the political subdivision 1involved that
sach grade crossing should be eliminated by closing the
street, road, or highway, such political subdivision as
shall make such <closing shall receive two thousand
dsllars or the actual cost thereof but not to exceed
twelve thousand dollars from the Grade Crossing
Protection Fund or, if pursuant to section 74-1305, it is
agreed by the Department of Roads, the railroad, and the
p>litical subdivision involved that such crossing should
be eliminated by the r2moval of such rail 1line, the
palitical subdivision payinjy for such removal, if any,
shall receive two thousand dollars or the actual cost
thereof but not to exceed twelve thousand dollars from
the Grade Crossinj Prot=2ction Fund;

(3) In order ¢to facilitate and protect the
interest of the public as a whole, and to compensate for
the statewide use of such ersssing crossings by the
public, the Department of Roads shall pay eighty per cent
of the cost of such automatic railroad grade crossing
protection from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund, and
the balance of the cost shall be borne ten per cent by
the railroad company ani ten p=2r cant by the political
subdivision involved, except that in any county in which
a Railroad Transportation Safety District has been
formed, such balance shall be borne entirely by the
political subdivision involved;

(4) It shall be_the sole_ _responsibility _of_ _the

maintain__all__automatic

railroad_grade_crossing_protection__devices _existing n

this_state_as_of _the_effectiyv this_act.__For_any

s,__the__Department_ _of
9ssing__Protection__Fund
costs__for__maintenance
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thereof_ _and__the_ _balance_ _of__such__annual _costs for

{4y (5) The D2partment »f Roads shall allocate
the amount to be Lorn2 by the Srade <Crossing Protection
Fund for thes cast_of construction, and installation,__or

substantial_ _modification or improvement, and for

the utomatic deviee s
protection of the r2ilroad jrade crossinj concerned under

{5y (6) The Department of Roads shall enter into
and enforce ayreem=2nts involviny such Grade Crossing
Protectisn Fund as w211 as the supervision of the
i substantial modification__or

______________________ n automatic safety
davices for_which_any part of the_cost_is borne_from_ _th2
Grale nj_Protactisn__Fund, and the aaditing and
callection of the bills covering the cost thereof. The
Dapartment of Roads is further authorized to enter into
such contra~sts with any railroal companies and political
subdivisions affected which are necessary to carry out
the provisions of sections 39-6,194 and 39-6,195, ¢-and

{6yr--k1t--automatie---rattraad---grade---erossing
protectisn-deviess-constrocted-in-vholte--sr--in--part--by
money-fram-the-Srada-=rFossiny-Protection-Fund-estabiitshed
by-seectitosn-39-6;394-shatt;-after-their--esnstruction;--be
the-sste-responsibilitty-of-the-rattroad-ecompany-at--whose
ratirsad-ersssing-such-4evices-sre-<onstrueteds

Sac. J... That original sections 39~6,194 and
39-6, 195, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, are
repealed.



