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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

LB 824, enacted in 2016, amended section 70-1014.02 to provide a certification process for
privately developed renewable energy generation facilities. By providing certain certifications
to the Power Review Board, private entities could be exempted from the need to go through
the agency’s hearing and approval process. Since enactment of the statute, there have been
renewable facilities that were constructed or installed without submitting the required
certifications at least 30 days prior to construction due to a lack of knowledge of the new
requirement.  Private entities that do not comply with the 30 day advance notice requirement
are required to obtain approval from the Board using the more involved and costly hearing
requirements, or obtain approval from the federal government. 

This bill provides the Power Review Board with authority to impose a $500 penalty for
certifications that are submitted outside the 30 days prior to construction requirement,
allowing entities to use the certification process by paying the penalty and submitting the
certifications after construction has commenced or after the facility has already been
constructed. 
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