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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

Legislative Bill 923 would provide a process for juvenile records to be sealed.
A sealed record would not be available to the public except upon order of a
court for good cause shown. The sealing process would be available for
juveniles who are diverted; filed upon in juvenile court for a misdemeanor
offense, felony offense, status offense or traffic offense; and those who are filed
upon in county court for a misdemeanor offense or infraction. The county
attorney must provide written notice to a juvenile who may be eligible to have
his or her record sealed, informing the juvenile about the process and the
meaning of having arecord sealed.

Under LB 923, if the court orders the records to be sealed, the juvenile may
reply that no record exists upon any inquiry in the matter. The court, county
attorneys, institutions, persons and agencies must reply that no record exists
upon inquiry. A sealed record is accessible to law enforcement officers, county
attorneys, and the sentencing judge. In job applications a person cannot be
guestioned about the sealed records. If questioned, the person subject to the
seded records may respond as if the incident leading to the sealed records did
not occur. Job applications shall state that the applicant is not obligated to
disclose sealed juvenile records. Employers cannot ask if an applicant has had
ajuvenile record sedled.
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